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Chapter 1: Overview of Digital Signal Processing 
 

Chapter Intended Learning Outcomes: 
 
(i) Understand basic terminology in digital signal processing 
 
(ii) Differentiate digital signal processing and analog signal 
processing 
 
(iii) Describe basic digital signal processing application areas 
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Signal: 
 

 Anything that conveys information, e.g.,  
 

 Speech  
 

 Electrocardiogram (ECG) 
 

 Radar pulse 
 

 DNA sequence 
 

 Stock price 
 

 Code division multiple access (CDMA) signal 
 

 Image 
 

 Video 
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Fig.1.1: Speech 
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Fig.1.2: ECG 
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Fig.1.3: Transmitted & received radar waveforms 
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Radar transceiver sends a 1-D sinusoidal pulse at time 0 
 
It then receives echo reflected by an object at a range of  
 
Reflected signal is noisy and has a time delay of  which 
corresponds to round trip propagation time of radar pulse 
 
Given the signal propagation speed, denoted by ,  is 
simply related to  as: 
 
                                           (1.1) 

  
As a result, the radar pulse contains the object range 
information 
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 Can be a function of one, two or three independent 
variables, e.g., speech is 1-D signal, function of time; 
image is 2-D, function of space; wind is 3-D, function of 
latitude, longitude and elevation 

 
 3 types of signals that are functions of time: 
 

 Continuous-time (analog) : defined on a continuous 
range of time , amplitude can be any value 

 

 Discrete-time : defined only at discrete instants of 
time , amplitude can be any value 

 

 Digital (quantized) : both time and amplitude are 
discrete, i.e., it is defined only at  and 
amplitude is confined to a finite set of numbers 
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 Fig. 1.4: Relationships between ,  and  
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 at  is close to 2 and  
 

 at  and   
 
Using 4-bit representation,  and ,  and 
in general, the value of  is restricted to be an integer 
between  and  according to the two’s complement 
representation.  
 
In digital signal processing (DSP), we deal with  as it 
corresponds to computer-based processing. Throughout the 
course, it is assumed that discrete-time signal = digital 
signal, or the quantizer has infinite resolution  
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System: 
 

 Mathematical model or abstraction of a physical process 
that relates input to output, e.g.,  

 

 Grading system: inputs are coursework and examination 
marks, output is grade 

 

 Squaring system: input is 5, then the output is 25 
 

 Amplifier: input is )cos( tω , then output is )cos(10 tω  
 

 Communication system: input to mobile phone is voice, 
output from mobile phone is CDMA signal 

 

 Noise reduction system: input is a noisy speech, output 
is a noise-reduced speech 

 

 Feature extraction system: input is )cos( tω , output is ω 
 

 Any system that processes digital signals is called a digital 
system, digital filter or digital (signal) processor 
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Processing: 
 

 Perform a particular function by passing a signal through  
system 

analog signal 
processor

analog
input

analog
output

 
Fig.1.5: Analog processing of analog signal 
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 Fig.1.6: Digital processing of analog signal 
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Advantages of DSP over Analog Signal Processing 
 

 Allow development with the use of PC, e.g., MATLAB 
 

 Allow flexibility in reconfiguring the DSP operations simply 
by changing the program 

 

 Reliable: processing of 0 and 1 is almost immune to noise 
and data are easily stored without deterioration 

 

 Lower cost due to advancement of VLSI technology 
 

 Security can be introduced by encrypting/scrambling 
 

 Simple: additions and multiplications are main operations 
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DSP Application Areas 
 

 Speech 
 

 Compression (e.g., LPC is a coding standard for 
compression of speech data) 

 

 Synthesis (computer production of speech signals, e.g., 
text-to-speech engine by Microsoft) 

 

 Recognition (e.g., automatic telephone number enquiry 
system) 

 

 Enhancement (e.g., noise reduction for a noisy speech) 
 
 Audio 
 

 Compression (e.g., MP3 is a coding standard for 
compression of audio data) 
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 Generation of music by different musical instruments 
such as piano, cello, guitar and flute using computer 

 

 Song with low-cost electronic piano keyboard quality 
 

 Automatic music transcription (writing a piece of music 
down from a recording) 

 
 Image and Video 
 

 Compression (e.g., JPEG and MPEG is are coding 
standards for image and video compression, respectively) 

 

 Recognition such as face, palm and fingerprint 
 

 Enhancement 
 

 Construction of 3-D objects from 2-D images 
 

 Animation, e.g., “Avatar” 
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 Communications: encoding and decoding of digital 
communication signals 

 
 Astronomy: finding the periods of orbits 
 
 Biomedical Engineering: medical care and diagnosis, 

analysis of ECG, electroencephalogram (EEG), nuclear 
magnetic resonance (NMR) data 

 
 Bioinformatics: DNA sequence analysis, extracting, 

processing, and interpreting the information contained in 
genomic and proteomic data 

 
 Finance: market risk management, trading algorithm design, 

investment portfolio analysis 
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Chapter 2: Review of Analog Signal Analysis 
 

Chapter Intended Learning Outcomes: 
 
(i) Review of Fourier series which is used to analyze 
continuous-time periodic signals 
 
(ii) Review of Fourier transform which is used to analyze 
continuous-time aperiodic signals 
 
(iii) Review of analog linear time-invariant system 
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Fourier series and Fourier transform are the tools for 
analyzing analog signals. Basically, they are used for signal 
conversion between time and frequency domains: 
 

          (2.1) 
 
Fourier Series 
 

 For analysis of continuous-time periodic signals 
 

 Express periodic signals using harmonically related 
sinusoids with frequencies  where  is 
called the fundamental frequency 

 

 In the frequency domain,  only takes discrete values at 
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continuous and periodic discrete and aperiodic

time domain

... ... ... ...

frequency domain

 
Fig.2.1: Illustration of Fourier series 
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A continuous-time function  is said to be periodic if there 
exists  such that 
 
                       (2.2) 
 
The smallest  for which (2.2) holds is called the 
fundamental period 
 
The fundamental frequency is related to  as: 
 
                  (2.3) 

 
Every periodic function can be expanded into a Fourier 
series as 
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                               (2.4) 

where           

          ,        (2.5) 

 
are called Fourier series coefficients 
 

 is characterized by , the Fourier series coefficients 
in fact correspond to the frequency representation of . 
 
Generally,  is complex and we use magnitude and phase 
for its representation 
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                       (2.6) 
and 
                            (2.7) 

 
Example 2.1 
Find the Fourier series coefficients for 

. 
 

It is clear that the fundamental frequency of  is . 
According to (2.3), the fundamental period is thus equal to 

, which is validated as follows: 
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With the use of Euler formulas: 

 

and 

 

we can express  as: 
 

  
 
 

By inspection and using (2.4), we have 
 while all other Fourier series 

coefficients are equal to zero 
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Example 2.2 
Find the Fourier series coefficients for 

. 
 
Can we use (2.5)? Why? 
 
With the use of Euler formulas,  can be written as: 
 

 

 
 Using (2.4), we have: 



H. C. So                                                                        Page 9                                     

 
 

To plot , we need to compute   and  for all , e.g., 

 

and 
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Example 2.3 
Find the Fourier series coefficients for , which is a 
periodic continuous-time signal of fundamental period  and 
is a pulse with a width of  in each period. Over the 
specific period from  to ,  is: 
 

 

 
with . According to (2.3), the fundamental frequency 
is . Using (2.5), we get: 
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For : 

 

For : 

 

 
The reason of separating the cases of  and  is to 
facilitate the computation of , whose value is not 
straightforwardly obtained from the general expression 
which involves “0/0”. Nevertheless, using ’s rule: 
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In summary, if a signal  is continuous in time and 
periodic, we can write: 
 

                               (2.4) 

 
The basic steps for finding the Fourier series coefficients are: 
 
1. Determine the fundamental period  and fundamental 

frequency  
 
2. For all , multiply  by , then integrate with 

respect to    for one period, finally divide the result by . 
Usually we separate the calculation into two cases:  
and  
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Fourier Transform 
 

 For analysis of continuous-time aperiodic signals 
 

 Defined on a continuous range of  
 

The Fourier transform of an aperiodic and continuous-time 
signal  is: 
 

                        (2.8) 

 

which is also called spectrum. The inverse transform is 
given by 
 

                        (2.9) 
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continuous and aperiodic continuous and aperiodic

time domain frequency domain

 
Fig.2.2: Illustration of Fourier transform 
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The delta function  has the following characteristics: 
 

                      (2.10) 
 

                            (2.11) 

and 
                            (2.12) 

 
where  is a continuous-time signal.  
 
(2.10) and (2.11) indicate that  has a very large value or 
impulse at . That is,  is not well defined at  
 
(2.12) is known as the sifting property 
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Fig.2.3: Representation of  

 
The unit step function  has the form of: 
 

                    (2.13) 

 
As there is a sudden change from 0 to 1 at ,  is not 
well defined 
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Example 2.4 
Find the Fourier transform of  which is a rectangular 
pulse of the form: 
 

 

 
Note that the signal is of finite length and corresponds to 
one period of the periodic function in Example 2.3. Applying 
(2.8) on  yields: 
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Define the sinc function as: 
 

 

 
It is seen that  is a scaled sinc function because 
 

 

Fig.2.4: Fourier transform pair for rectangular pulse of  
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Example 2.5 
Find the inverse Fourier transform of  which is a 
rectangular pulse of the form: 
 

 

 
Using (2.9), we get: 
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Fig.2.5: Fourier transform pair for rectangular pulse of  
 

From Examples 2.4 and 2.5, we observe the duality 
property of Fourier transform 

 

Can you guess why we have the duality property? 
 
Example 2.6 
Find the Fourier transform of   with .  
 
Employing the property of  in (2.13) and (2.8), we get: 
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Note that when ,  
 

 

and 
 

 
Fig.2.6: Magnitude and phase plots for  
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Example 2.7 
Find the Fourier transform of the delta function  .  
 
Using (2.11) and (2.12) with  and , we get: 
 

 

 
Spectrum of  has unit amplitude at all frequencies 
 
Based on , Fourier transform can be used to represent 
continuous-time periodic signals. Consider  
 

         (2.14) 
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Taking the inverse Fourier transform of  and employing 
Example 2.7,   is computed as: 
 

                   (2.15) 

 
As a result, the Fourier transform pair is: 
 

           (2.16) 
 
From (2.4) and (2.16), the Fourier transform pair for a 
continuous-time periodic signal is: 
 

   (2.17) 
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Example 2.8 
Find the Fourier transform of  which is 
called an impulse train. 
 
Clearly,  is a periodic signal with a period of . Using 
(2.5) and Example 2.7, the Fourier series coefficients are:  
 

 

     
with . According to (2.17), the Fourier transform is: 
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...... ......

Fig.2.7: Fourier transform pair for impulse train 
 
Fourier transform can be derived from Fourier series: 
 

Consider  and : 

... ...

Fig.2.8: Constructing  from  
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 is constructed as a periodic version of , with period  

 
According to (2.5), the Fourier series coefficients of  are: 
 

                              (2.18) 

 
where . Noting that  for  and 

 for , (2.18) can be expressed as: 
 

        (2.19) 
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According to (2.8), we can express  as: 
 

                              (2.20) 

 
The Fourier series expansion for  is thus: 
 

       (2.21) 

 
Considering  as  or  and  
as the area of a rectangle whose height is  and 
width corresponds to the interval of , we obtain 
 

(2.22) 
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Linear Time-Invariant (LTI) System 
 

 Linearity: if  and  are two input-output 
pairs, then  

 

 Time-Invariance: if , then  
 

 The input-output relationship for a LTI system is 
characterized by convolution: 

 

                          (2.23) 

where ,  and  are input, output and impulse 
response, respectively 

 

 Convolution in time domain corresponds to multiplication 
in Fourier transform domain, i.e.,  

 

                                                            (2.24) 
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Proof:  
 

The Fourier transform of  is 

 (2.25) 
 

This suggests that  can be computed from inverse 
Fourier transform of . 
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Chapter 3: Discrete-Time Signals and Systems 
 

Chapter Intended Learning Outcomes: 
 
(i) Understanding deterministic and random discrete-time 
signals and ability to generate them 
 
(ii) Ability to recognize the discrete-time system properties, 
namely, memorylessness, stability, causality, linearity and 
time-invariance 
 
(iii) Understanding discrete-time convolution and ability to 
perform its computation 
 
(iv) Understanding the relationship between difference 
equations and discrete-time signals and systems 
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Discrete-Time Signal 
  

 Discrete-time signal can be generated using a computing 
software such as MATLAB 
 It can also be obtained from sampling continuous-time 

signals in real world 

t

 

Fig.3.1:Discrete-time signal obtained from analog signal 
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 The discrete-time signal  is equal to  only at the 
sampling interval of ,  
 

      (3.1) 
   

where  is called the sampling period 
 

  is a sequence of numbers, , with 
 being the time index 

  
Basic Sequences 
 

 Unit Sample (or Impulse) 
 
                               (3.2) 
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It is similar to the continuous-time unit impulse  which is 
defined in (2.10)-(2.12) 
 

 is simpler than  because it is well defined for all  
while  is not defined at  
 

 Unit Step 
 
                                 (3.3) 
 

It is similar to to the continuous-time  of (2.13) 
 

 is well defined for all   but  is not defined . 
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 is an important function because it serves as the 
building block of any discrete-time signal : 
 

          (3.4) 

 
For example,  can be expressed in terms of  as: 
 

                               (3.5) 

 
Conversely, we can use  to represent : 
 
                             (3.6) 
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Introduction to MATLAB  
 

 MATLAB stands for ”Matrix Laboratory”  
 

 Interactive matrix-based software for numerical and 
symbolic computation in scientific and engineering 
applications 

 

 Its user interface is relatively simple to use, e.g.,  we can 
use the help command to understand the usage and 
syntax of each MATLAB function 

 

 Together with the availability of numerous toolboxes, 
there are many useful and powerful commands for various 
disciplines 

 

 MathWorks offers MATLAB to C conversion utility 
 

 Similar packages include Maple and Mathematica 
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Discrete-Time Signal Generation using MATLAB 
 

A deterministic discrete-time signal  satisfies a 
generating model with known functional form: 
 

                                   (3.7) 
 

where  is a function of parameter vector  and time 
index . That is, given  and ,  can be produced 
 

e.g., the time-shifted unit sample  and unit step 
function , where the parameter is  
 

e.g., for an exponential function , we have  
where  is the decay factor and  is the time shift 
 

e.g., for a sinusoid  , we have   
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Example 3.1 
Use MATLAB to generate a discrete-time sinusoid of the 
form: 
 

 
 

with , ,  and , which has a duration of 
21 samples 
 

We can generate  by using the following MATLAB code: 
 

N=21;                  %number of samples is 21 
A=1;                   %tone amplitude is 1 
w=0.3;                 %frequency is 0.3 
p=1;                   %phase is 1 
for n=1:N 
x(n)=A*cos(w*(n-1)+p); %time index should be >0 
end 
Note that x is a vector and its index should be at least 1. 
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Alternatively, we can also use: 
 

N=21;                  %number of samples is 21 
A=1;                   %tone amplitude is 1 
w=0.3;                 %frequency is 0.3 
p=1;                   %phase is 1 
n=0:N-1;               %define time index vector 
x=A.*cos(w.*n+p);      %first time index is also 1 
 

Both give 
x = 
 

Columns 1 through 7  
 

0.5403 0.2675 -0.0292 -0.3233 -0.5885 -0.8011 -0.9422 
 

Columns 8 through 14  
 

-0.9991 -0.9668 -0.8481 -0.6536 -0.4008 -0.1122 0.1865 
 

Columns 15 through 21  
 

0.4685 0.7087 0.8855 0.9833 0.9932 0.9144 0.7539 
 

Which approach is better? Why? 
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To plot , we can either use the commands stem(x) and 
plot(x) 
 

If the time index is not specified, the default start time is 
 

 

Nevertheless, it is easy to include the time index vector in 
the plotting command 
 

e.g., Using stem to plot  with the correct time index: 
 

n=0:N-1;      %n is vector of time index 
stem(n,x)      %plot x versus n 
 

Similarly, plot(n,x) can be employed to show  
 
The MATLAB programs for this example are provided as 
ex3_1.m and ex3_1_2.m 
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Fig.3.2: Plot of discrete-time sinusoid using stem 
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Fig.3.3: Plot of discrete-time sinusoid using plot 
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Apart from deterministic signal, random signal is another 
importance signal class. It cannot be described by 
mathematical expressions like deterministic signals but is 
characterized by its probability density function (PDF). 
MATLAB has commands to produce two common random 
signals, namely, uniform and Gaussian (normal) variables. 

 

A uniform integer sequence  whose values are uniformly 
distributed between 0 and  ,  can be generated using: 
 

                        (3.8) 
 

where  and  are very large positive integers,  is the 
reminder of dividing  by  
 

Each admissible value of  has the same 
probability of occurrence of approximately  
 



H. C. So                                                                        Page 14                                          

We also need an initial integer or seed, say, , 
for starting the generation of  
 

(3.8) can be easily modified by properly scaling and shifting  
 

e.g., a random number which is uniformly between –0.5 
and 0.5, denoted by , is obtained from : 
 

                                (3.9) 

 
The MATLAB command rand is used to generate random 
numbers which are uniformly between 0 and 1 
 

e.g., each realization of stem(0:20,rand(1,21)) gives a 
distinct and random sequence, with values are bounded 
between 0 and 1 
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Fig.3.4: Uniform number realizations using rand 
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Example 3.2 
Use MATLAB to generate a sequence of 10000 random 
numbers uniformly distributed between –0.5 and 0.5 based 
on the command rand. Verify its characteristics. 
 
According to (3.9), we use u=rand(1,10000)-0.5 to 
generate the sequence 
 
To verify the uniform distribution, we use hist(u,10), 
which bins the elements of u into 10 equally-spaced 
containers 
 
We see all numbers are bounded between –0.5 and 0.5, and 
each bar which corresponds to a range of 0.1, contains 
approximately 1000 elements.  
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Fig.3.5: Histogram for uniform sequence 
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On the other hand, the PDF of u, denoted by , is 
 

 
 

such that . The theoretical mean and power of 
u, are computed as 
 

 

and 

 

 
Average value and power of u in this realization are 
computed using mean(u) and mean(u.*u), which give 0.002 
and 0.0837, and they align with theoretical calculations 
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Gaussian numbers can be generated from the uniform 
variables 
 

Given a pair of independent random numbers uniformly 
distributed between 0 and 1,  , a pair of independent 
Gaussian numbers , which have zero mean and unity 
power (or variance), can be generated from: 
 

                         (3.10) 
and 

                              (3.11) 
 

The MATLAB command is randn. Equations (3.10) and 
(3.11) are known as the Box-Mueller transformation  
 

e.g., each realization of stem(0:20,randn(1,21)) gives a 
distinct and random sequence, whose values are fluctuating 
around zero 
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Fig.3.6: Gaussian number realizations using randn 
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Example 3.3 
Use the MATLAB command randn to generate a zero-mean 
Gaussian sequence of length 10000 and unity power. Verify 
its characteristics. 
 
We use w=randn(1,10000) to generate the sequence and 
hist(w,50) to show its distribution 
 
The distribution aligns with Gaussian variables which is 
indicated by the bell shape 
 
The empirical mean and power of w computed using 
mean(w) and mean(w.*w) are  and 1.0028 
 
The theoretical standard deviation is 1 and we see that 
most of the values are within –3 and 3 
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Fig.3.7: Histogram for Gaussian sequence 
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Discrete-Time Systems 
 

A discrete-time system is an operator which maps an 
input sequence  into an output sequence : 
 

                                 (3.12) 
 
 
 

 Memoryless:  at time  depends only on  at time  
 

Are they memoryless systems? 
 

y[n]=(x[n])2 
 

y[n]=x[n]+ x[n-2] 
 

 Linear: obey principle of superposition, i.e., if 
 

   and   
then 
 

     (3.13) 
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Example 3.4 
Determine whether the following system with input  and 
output , is linear or not: 
 

 

  
A standard approach to determine the linearity of a system 
is given as follows. Let 
 

 
with 

 
 
If , then the system is linear. Otherwise, 
the system is nonlinear. 
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Assigning , we have: 
 

 
 
Note that the outputs for  and  are  
and  
 
As a result, the system is linear 
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Example 3.5 
Determine whether the following system with input  and 
output , is linear or not: 
 

 
 

The system outputs for  and  are 
 and . Assigning 

, its system output is then: 
 

 
 
As a result, the system is nonlinear 
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 Time-Invariant: a time-shift of input causes a 
corresponding shift in output, i.e., if 

 

 

 
  then 

                          (3.14) 
 
Example 3.6 
Determine whether the following system with input  and 
output , is time-invariant or not: 
 

 

  
A standard approach to determine the time-invariance of a 
system is given as follows.  
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Let 
 

with  
 

If , then the system is time-invariant. 
Otherwise, the system is time-variant. 
 

From the given input-output relationship,  is: 
 

 

 

Let , its system output is: 
 

 
 

As a result, the system is time-invariant. 
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Example 3.7 
Determine whether the following system with input  and 
output , is time-invariant or not: 
 

 
 
From the given input-output relationship,  is of the 
form: 

 
 
Let , its system output is: 
 

 
 
As a result, the system is time-variant. 
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 Causal: output  at time  depends on input  up to 
time  

 

For linear time-invariant (LTI) systems, there is an 
alternative definition. A LTI system is causal if its impulse 
response  satisfies: 

 

                               (3.15) 
 

Are they causal systems? 
 

y[n]=x[n]+x[n+1] 

 

y[n]=x[n]+x[n-2] 
 

 Stable: a bounded input  ( ) produces a 
bounded output  ( ) 
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For LTI system, stability also corresponds to 
 

                                (3.16) 

 

Are they stable systems? 
 

y[n]=x[n]+x[n+1] 

 

y[n]=1/x[n] 
 

Convolution 
 

The input-output relationship for a LTI system is 
characterized by convolution: 
 

                        (3.17) 

which is similar to (2.23) 
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(3.17) is simpler as it only needs additions and 
multiplications 
 

 specifies the functionality of the system 
 

 Commutative 
 

   (3.18) 

and 

                                    (3.19) 
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Fig.3.8: Commutative property of convolution 
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 Linearity 
 

   (3.20) 
 

 
 

Fig.3.9: Linear property of convolution 
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Example 3.8 
Compute the output   if the input is   and the 
LTI system impulse response is  . 
Determine the stability and causality of system. 
 
Using (3.17), we have: 
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Alternatively, we can first establish the general relationship 
between  and  with the specific  and (3.4): 
 

 
 

Substituting  yields the same . 
 
Since   and  for  
the system is stable and causal 
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Example 3.9 
Compute the output   if the input is   and the 
LTI system impulse response is  . 
Determine the stability and causality of system. 
 

Using (3.17), we have: 
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Let   and   
such that . By employing a change of 
variable,   is expressed as 
  

 

 

Since  for ,    for . For  ,  is: 
 

 

 

That is, 
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Similarly,  is: 
 

 

  
Since  for ,    for . For  ,  is: 
 

 

    
That is, 
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Combining the results, we have: 
 

 

or 

 

 
Since  , the system is stable. 
Moreover, the system is causal because  for . 
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Example 3.10 
Determine  where  and  are 
 

 

and 
 

 
Here, the lengths of both  and  are finite. More 
precisely, , , , ,  , , 

 and  while all other  and  have zero 
values. 
 
 
 



H. C. So                                                                        Page 42                                          

We still use (3.17) but now it reduces to a finite summation: 

 

By considering the non-zero values of , we obtain: 
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Alternatively, for finite-length discrete-time signals, we can 
use the MATLAB command conv to compute the convolution 
of finite-length sequences: 
 
n=0:3; 
x=n.^2+1; 
h=n+1; 
y=conv(x,h) 
 
The results are 
 
y = 1    4    12    30    43    50    40 
 
As the default starting time indices in both h and x are 1, 
we need to determine the appropriate time index for y 
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The correct index can be obtained by computing one value 
of  using (3.17). For simplicity, we may compute : 
 

 
 
In general, if the lengths of  and  are  and , 
respectively, the length of  is . 
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Linear Constant Coefficient Difference Equations 
 

For a LTI system, its input  and output  are related via 
a th-order linear constant coefficient difference equation:  
 

                      (3.21) 

 

which is useful to check whether a system is both linear and 
time-invariant or not 
 
Example 3.11 
Determine if the following input-output relationships 
correspond to LTI systems: 
(a)  
(b)  
(c)   
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We see that (a) corresponds to a LTI system with , 
,  and  

 
For (b), we reorganize the equation as: 
 

 
 
which agrees with (3.21) when ,  and 

. Hence (b) also corresponds to a LTI system 
 
For (c), it does not correspond to a LTI system because  
and  are not linear in the equation 
 
Note that if a system cannot be fitted into (3.21), there are 
three possibilities: linear and time-variant; nonlinear and 
time-invariant; or nonlinear and time-variant 
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Example 3.12 
Compute the impulse response  for a LTI system which is 
characterized by the following difference equation: 
 

 
 
Expanding (3.17) as 
 

 
 
we can easily deduce that only  and  are nonzero. That 
is, the impulse response is: 
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The difference equation is also useful to generate the 
system output and input. 
 
Assuming that ,  is computed as: 
 

          (3.22) 

 
Assuming that ,  can be obtained from: 
 

             (3.23) 
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Example 3.13 
Given a LTI system with difference equation of 

, compute the system output 
 for  with an input of . It is assumed 

that . 
 
The MATLAB code is: 
 
N=50;     %data length is N+1 
y(1)=1;     %compute y[0], only x[n] is nonzero 
for n=2:N+1 
y(n)=0.5*y(n-1)+2; %compute y[1],y[2],…,y[50]  

         %x[n]=x[n-1]=1 for n>=1 
end 
n=[0:N];       %set time axis 
stem(n,y); 
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Fig.3.10: Output generation with difference equation 
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Alternatively, we can use the MATLAB command filter by 
rewriting the equation as: 
 

 
 

The corresponding MATLAB code is: 
 

x=ones(1,51);      %define input 
a=[1,-0.5];       %define vector of a_k 
b=[1,1];         %define vector of b_k 
y=filter(b,a,x);     %produce output 
stem(0:length(y)-1,y) 
 

The x is the input which has a value of 1 for , while 
a and b are vectors which contain  and , respectively. 
 

The MATLAB programs for this example are provided as 
ex3_13.m and ex3_13_2.m. 



H. C. So                                                                        Page 1                                        

Chapter 4: Sampling and Reconstruction of 
Analog Signals 
 
 

Chapter Intended Learning Outcomes: 
 

(i) Ability to convert an analog signal to a discrete-time 
sequence via sampling 
 
(ii) Ability to construct an analog signal from a discrete-time 
sequence 
 
(iii) Understanding the conditions when a sampled signal 
can uniquely represent its analog counterpart 
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Sampling 
 

 Process of converting a continuous-time signal  into a 
discrete-time sequence  
 

  is obtained by extracting  every  s where  is 
known as the sampling period or interval 
 

sample at

analog
signal 

discrete-time
signal  

Fig.4.1: Conversion of analog signal to discrete-time sequence 
 

 Relationship between  and  is: 
 

        (4.1) 
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 Conceptually, conversion of  to  is achieved by a 
continuous-time to discrete-time (CD) converter: 

t n

impulse train 
to sequence 
conversion

CD converter

 
Fig.4.2: Block diagram of CD converter 
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 A fundamental question is whether  can uniquely 
represent  or if we can use  to reconstruct  

t

 
Fig.4.3: Different analog signals map to same sequence 
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But, the answer is yes when: 
 

(1)  is bandlimited such that its Fourier transform 
 for  where  is called the bandwidth 

 

(2) Sampling period  is sufficiently small 
 
Example 4.1 
The continuous-time signal   is used as the 
input for a CD converter with the sampling period  s. 
Determine the resultant discrete-time signal  . 
 
According to (4.1),  is 
 

 
 

The frequency in  is   while that of  is  
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Frequency Domain Representation of Sampled Signal 
 

In the time domain,  is obtained by multiplying  by 
the impulse train :  
 

          (4.2) 

 

with the use of the sifting property of (2.12) 
 
Let the sampling frequency in radian be  (or 

 in Hz). From Example 2.8: 
 

                            (4.3) 
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Using multiplication property of Fourier transform: 
       

(4.4) 

 
where the convolution operation corresponds to continuous-
time signals 
 
Using (4.2)-(4.4) and properties of ,  is:  
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   (4.5) 
 

which  is the sum of infinite copies of  scaled by  
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When  is chosen sufficiently large such that all copies of 
 do not overlap, that is,  or , we 

can get  from  
 

......

......

 
Fig.4.4:  for sufficiently large  
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When  is not chosen sufficiently large such that , 
copies of  overlap, we cannot get  from , 
which is referred to  aliasing 
 

......

......

 
Fig.4.5:  when  is not large enough 
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Nyquist Sampling Theorem (1928) 
 
Let  be a bandlimited continuous-time signal with  
 

                          (4.6) 
 
Then  is uniquely determined by its samples , 

, if 
 

                                  (4.7) 

 
The bandwidth  is also known as the Nyquist frequency 
while  is called the Nyquist rate and  must exceed it in 
order to avoid aliasing 
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Application    
Biomedical  Hz 1 kHz 
Telephone speech  kHz 8 kHz 
Music  kHz 44.1 kHz 
Ultrasonic  kHz 250 kHz 
Radar  MHz 200 MHz 

Table 4.1: Typical bandwidths and sampling frequencies in 
signal processing applications 
 
Example 4.2 
Determine the Nyquist frequency and Nyquist rate for the 
continuous-time signal  which has the form of: 
 

 
 

The frequencies are 0,  and . The Nyquist 
frequency is    and the Nyquist rate is   
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......

Fig.4.6: Multiplying  and  to recover  
 
In frequency domain, we multiply  by  with 
amplitude  and bandwidth  with , to 
obtain , and it corresponds to  
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Reconstruction 
 

 Process of transforming  back to   

sequence to
impulse train 
conversion

DC converter

 
Fig.4.7: Block diagram of DC converter 

 

From Fig.4.6,  is 
 

                        (4.8) 

 where  
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For simplicity, we set  as the average of  and : 
 

                                   (4.9) 

 
To get , we take inverse Fourier transform of  and 
use Example 2.5: 
 

    (4.10) 

 
where  
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Using (2.23)-(2.24), (4.2) and (2.11)-(2.12),  is: 
 

               (4.11) 

 
which holds for all real values of  
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The interpolation formula can be verified at : 
 

                       (4.12) 

It is easy to see that  
                (4.13) 

 

For , we use ’s rule to obtain: 
 

      (4.14) 

 

Substituting (4.13)-(4.14) into (4.12) yields: 
 

                       (4.15) 
 

which aligns with  
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Example 4.3 
Given a discrete-time sequence . Generate its 
time-delayed version  which has the form of 
 

 
 

where  and  is a positive integer. Applying 
(4.11) with : 
 

 

 

By employing a change of variable of : 
 
 

 

 

Is it practical to get y[n]? 
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Note that when , the time-shifted signal is simply 
obtained by shifting the sequence  by  samples: 
 

 
 

Sampling and Reconstruction in Digital Signal Processing 
 

CD converter digital signal 
processor DC converter

 
Fig.4.8: Ideal digital processing of analog signal 

 

 CD converter produces a sequence  from  
  is processed in discrete-time domain to give  
 DC converter creates  from  according to (4.11): 
 

                    (4.16) 
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anti-aliasing 
filter

digital signal 
processor

digital-to-analog 
converter

analog-to-digital 
converter

Fig.4.9: Practical digital processing of analog signal 
 

  may not be precisely bandlimited ⇒ a lowpass filter or 
anti-aliasing filter is needed to process  
 Ideal CD converter is approximated by AD converter 

 Not practical to generate  
 AD converter introduces quantization error 

 Ideal DC converter is approximated by DA converter 
because ideal reconstruction of (4.16) is impossible 
 Not practical to perform infinite summation 
 Not practical to have future data 

  and  are quantized signals 
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Example 4.4 
Suppose a continuous-time signal  is sampled at 
a sampling frequency of 1000Hz to produce : 
  

 
 

Determine 2 possible positive values of  , say,  and . 
Discuss if  or  will be obtained when passing 

 through the DC converter. 
 

According to (4.1) with  s: 
 

 
 

 is easily computed as: 
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 can be obtained by noting the periodicity of a sinusoid: 
 

 
 

As a result, we have: 
 

 
 

This is illustrated using the MATLAB code: 
 

O1=250*pi;       %first frequency  
O2=2250*pi;       %second frequency 
Ts=1/100000;%successive sample separation is 0.01T 
t=0:Ts:0.02;%observation interval 
x1=cos(O1.*t);       %tone from first frequency 
x2=cos(O2.*t);        %tone from second frequency 
 

There are 2001 samples in 0.02s and interpolating the 
successive points based on plot yields good approximations  
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Fig.4.10: Discrete-time sinusoid 

 



H. C. So                                                                        Page 24                                        

0 0.005 0.01 0.015 0.02
-1

-0.8

-0.6

-0.4

-0.2

0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1

t

 

 

Ω
1

Ω
2

 
Fig.4.11: Continuous-time sinusoids 
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Passing  through the DC converter only produces  
but not  
 

The Nyquist frequency of  is   and hence the 
sampling frequency without aliasing is  
 

Given  Hz or  ,  does not 
correspond to  
 

We can recover  because the Nyquist frequency 
and Nyquist rate for  are   and   
 

Based on (4.11),  is:  
 

 

 

with  s 
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The MATLAB code for reconstructing  is: 
 

n=-10:30;          %add 20 past and future samples 
x=cos(pi.*n./4); 
T=1/1000;          %sampling interval is 1/1000 
for l=1:2000       %observed interval is [0,0.02] 
t=(l-1)*T/100;%successive sample separation is 0.01T 
h=sinc((t-n.*T)./T); 
xr(l)=x*h.'; %approximate interpolation of (4.11) 
end 
 

We compute 2000 samples of  in s 
 

The value of each  at time t is approximated as x*h.' 
where the sinc vector is updated for each computation 
 

The MATLAB program is provided as ex4_4.m 
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Fig.4.12: Reconstructed continuous-time sinusoid 
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Example 4.5 
Play the sound for a discrete-time tone using MATLAB. The 
frequency of the corresponding analog signal is 440 Hz 
which corresponds to the A note in the American Standard 
pitch. The sampling frequency is 8000 Hz and the signal has 
a duration of 0.5 s. 
 
The MATLAB code is 
 
A=sin(2*pi*440*(0:1/8000:0.5));%discrete-time A 
sound(A,8000);         %DA conversion and play 

 
Note that sampling frequency in Hz is assumed for sound. 
The frequencies of notes B, C#, D, E and F# are 493.88 Hz, 
554.37 Hz, 587.33 Hz, 659.26 Hz and 739.99 Hz, 
respectively. You can easily produce a piece of music with 
notes: A, A, E, E, F#, F#, E, E, D, D, C#, C#, B, B, A, A.  
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Chapter 5: z Transform 
 
 

Chapter Intended Learning Outcomes: 
 

(i) Understanding the relationship between  transform and 
the Fourier transform for discrete-time signals 
 
(ii) Understanding the characteristics and properties of  
transform 
 
(iii) Ability to compute  transform and inverse  transform 
 
(iv) Ability to apply  transform for analyzing linear time-
invariant (LTI) systems 
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Definition 
  

The  transform of , denoted by , is defined as: 
 

                            (5.1) 
 

where  is a continuous complex variable. 
 

Is X(z) real-valued or complex-valued? 
 
Relationship with Fourier Transform 
 

Employing (4.2), we construct the continuous-time sampled 
signal  with a sampling interval of  from : 
 
                            (5.2) 
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Taking Fourier transform of  with using properties of : 
 

          (5.3) 

 

Defining  as the discrete-time frequency parameter 
and writing  as , (5.3) becomes 
 

                            (5.4) 

 

which is known as discrete-time Fourier transform (DTFT) or 
Fourier transform of discrete-time signals 
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 is periodic with period : 
 

     (5.5) 

 

where  is any integer. Since  is a continuous complex 
variable, we can write 
 

                                        (5.6) 
 

where   is magnitude and   is angle of . 
Employing (5.6), the  transform is: 
 

               (5.7) 

 

which is equal to the DTFT of  . When  or  , 
(5.7) and (5.4) are identical: 
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                   (5.8) 

unit circle

-plane

 
Fig.5.1: Relationship between  and  on the -plane 
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Region of Convergence (ROC) 
 

ROC indicates when  transform of a sequence converges 
 

Generally there exists some  such that 
 

                      (5.9) 

 

where the  transform does not converge 
 

The set of values of  for which  converges or  
 

           (5.10) 

 

is called the ROC, which must be specified along with  in 
order for the  transform to be complete 
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Assuming that  is of infinite length, we decompose : 
 
                         (5.11) 
where 

                  (5.12) 

and 

                           (5.13) 

 

Let ,  is expanded as: 
 

               (5.14) 
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According to the ratio test, convergence of   requires 
 

                              (5.15) 

 
Let .  converges if 

 

          (5.16) 

 
That is, the ROC for  is . 
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Let .   converges if 
 

          (5.17) 

 
As a result, the ROC for  is  
 

Combining the results, the ROC for  is : 
 

 ROC is a ring when  
 

 No ROC if  and  does not exist 
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-plane-plane-plane-plane

Fig.5.2: ROCs for ,  and  
 

Poles and Zeros 
 

Values of  for which  are the zeros of  
 

Values of  for which  are the poles of  
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In many real-world applications,  is represented as a 
rational function: 

                        (5.18) 

 

Factorizing  and , (5.18) can be written as 
 
              (5.19) 

 
How many poles and zeros in (5.18)? What are they? 
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Example 5.1 
Determine the  transform of  where  is the 
unit step function. Then determine the condition when the 
DTFT of  exists. 
 

Using (5.1) and (3.3), we have 
 

 

  

According to (5.10),  converges if  
  

 

 

Applying the ratio test, the convergence condition is 
 

 



H. C. So                                                                        Page 13                                    

Note that we cannot write  because  may be complex  
 

For ,  is computed as 
 

 

 

Together with the ROC, the  transform of  is: 
  

 
 

It is clear that  has a zero at  and a pole at . 
Using (5.8), we substitute  to obtain 
 

 
 

As a result, the existence condition for DTFT of  is . 
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Otherwise, its DTFT does not exist. In general, the DTFT 
 exists if its ROC includes the unit circle. If  

includes ,  is required.  

-plane -plane-plane-plane-plane-plane

 
Fig.5.3: ROCs for  and  when  
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Example 5.2 
Determine the  transform of . Then 
determine the condition when the DTFT of  exists. 
 

Using (5.1) and (3.3), we have 
 

 

 

Similar to Example 5.1,  converges if  or , 
which aligns with the ROC for  in (5.17). This gives 
  

 

  

Together with ROC, the  transform of  is: 
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Using (5.8), we substitute  to obtain 
 

 
 

As a result, the existence condition for DTFT of  is .  

-plane -plane-plane-plane-plane-plane

 
Fig.5.4: ROCs for  and  when  
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Example 5.3 
Determine the  transform of  where 

. 
 
Employing the results in Examples 5.1 and 5.2, we have 
 

 

  
Note that its ROC agrees with Fig.5.2.  
 
What are the pole(s) and zero(s) of X(z)? 
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Example 5.4 
Determine the  transform of . 
 

Using (5.1) and (3.2), we have 
 

 

Example 5.5 
Determine the  transform of  which has the form of: 
 

 

Using (5.1), we have 
 

 
 

What are the ROCs in Examples 5.4 and 5.5? 
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Finite-Duration and Infinite-Duration Sequences 
 

Finite-duration sequence: values of  are nonzero only for 
a finite time interval 
 

Otherwise,  is called an infinite-duration sequence: 
 

 Right-sided: if  for   where  is an 
integer (e.g.,  with ;  with 

;  with ) 
 

 Left-sided: if  for   where  is an 
integer (e.g.,  with ) 

 

 Two-sided: neither right-sided nor left-sided (e.g., 
Example 5.3) 
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n

 
Fig.5.5: Finite-duration sequences 
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n

 
Figure 5.6: Infinite-duration sequences 
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Sequence Transform ROC 
 1 All  

  , ; ,  
 

 
  

 
 

  
 

 
   

 
 

   
 

 
    

 
    

Table 5.1:  transforms for common sequences 
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Eight ROC properties are: 
 

P1. There are four possible shapes for ROC, namely, the 
entire region except possibly  and/or , a ring, or 
inside or outside a circle in the -plane centered at the 
origin (e.g., Figures 5.5 and 5.6) 
 

P2. The DTFT of a sequence  exists if and only if the ROC 
of the  transform of  includes the unit circle (e.g., 
Examples 5.1 and 5.2) 
 

P3: The ROC cannot contain any poles (e.g., Examples 5.1 
to 5.5) 
 

P4: When  is a finite-duration sequence, the ROC is the 
entire -plane except possibly  and/or  (e.g., 
Examples 5.4 and 5.5) 
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P5: When  is a right-sided sequence, the ROC is of the 
form  where  is the pole with the largest 
magnitude in  (e.g., Example 5.1) 
 

P6: When  is a left-sided sequence, the ROC is of the 
form  where  is the pole with the smallest 
magnitude in  (e.g., Example 5.2) 
 

P7: When  is a two-sided sequence, the ROC is of the 
form  where  and  are two poles with the 
successive magnitudes in  such that  (e.g., 
Example 5.3)  
 

P8: The ROC must be a connected region  
 

Example 5.6 
A  transform  contains three poles, namely, ,  and  
with . Determine all possible ROCs. 
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Fig.5.7: ROC possibilities for three poles 
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What are other possible ROCs? 
 

Inverse z Transform 
 

Inverse  transform corresponds to finding  given  
and its ROC 
 

The  transform and inverse  transform are one-to-one 
mapping provided that the ROC is given: 
 

                                     (5.20) 
 

There are 4 commonly used techniques to evaluate the 
inverse  transform. They are 
 

1. Inspection 
 

2. Partial Fraction Expansion 
 

3. Power Series Expansion 
 

4. Cauchy Integral Theorem 
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Inspection 
 
When we are familiar with certain transform pairs, we can 
do the inverse  transform by inspection 
 
Example 5.7 
Determine the inverse  transform of  which is 
expressed as: 
 

 

 
We first rewrite  as: 
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Making use of the following transform pair in Table 5.1: 
 

 

 
and putting , we have: 
 

 

 
By inspection, the inverse  transform is: 
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Partial Fraction Expansion 
 

It is useful when  is a rational function in : 
 

                                     (5.21) 

 

For pole and zero determination, it is advantageous to 
multiply  to both numerator and denominator: 
 

                   (5.22) 
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 When , there are  pole(s) at  
 

 When , there are  zero(s) at  
 

To obtain the partial fraction expansion from (5.21), the 
first step is to determine the  nonzero poles,  
 

There are 4 cases to be considered: 
 

Case 1:   and all poles are of first order 
 

For first-order poles, all  are distinct.  is: 
 

                            (5.23) 

 

For each first-order term of , its inverse  
transform can be easily obtained by inspection 
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Multiplying both sides by   and evaluating for   
 

                                 (5.24) 
 

An illustration for computing  with  is: 
  

                (5.25) 
 

Substituting , we get  
 

In summary, three steps are: 
 

 Find poles 
 

 Find  
 

 Perform inverse  transform for the fractions by inspection 
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Example 5.8 
Find the pole and zero locations of : 
 

 
 

Then determine the inverse  transform of . 
 

We first multiply  to both numerator and denominator 
polynomials to obtain: 
 

 

 
Apparently, there are two zeros at  and . On the 
other hand, by solving the quadratic equation at the 
denominator polynomial, the poles are determined as  
and .  
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According to (5.23), we have: 
 

 
 

Employing (5.24),  is calculated as: 
 

 
 

Similarly,  is found to be . As a result, the partial 
fraction expansion for  is 
 

 
 

As the ROC is not specified, we investigate all possible 
scenarios, namely, , , and . 
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For , we notice that  
 

 

 and 
 

 

where both ROCs agree with . Combining the 
results, the inverse  transform  is: 
 

 
  
which is a right-sided sequence and aligns with P5. 
 

For , we make use of 
 

 

and 
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where both ROCs agree with . This implies: 
 

 
 

which is a two-sided sequence and aligns with P7. 
 

Finally, for : 
 

and 
 

 

where both ROCs agree with . As a result, we have: 
 

 
 

which is a left-sided sequence and aligns with P6. 
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Suppose  is the impulse response of a discrete-time LTI 
system. Recall (3.15) and (3.16): 
 

 
and 

 

 

The three possible impulse responses: 
 

  is the impulse response of a 
causal but unstable system 
 

  corresponds to a noncausal 
but stable system 

 

  is noncausal and unstable 
 

Which of the h[n] has/have DTFT? 
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Case 2:   and all poles are of first order 
 

In this case,  can be expressed as: 
 

               (5.26) 

 

   are obtained by long division of the numerator by the 
denominator, with the division process terminating when 
the remainder is of lower degree than the denominator 
 

  can be obtained using (5.24). 
 

Example 5.9 
Determine  which has  transform of the form: 
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The poles are easily determined as  and  
 

According to (5.26) with : 
 

 
 

The value of  is found by dividing the numerator 
polynomial by the denominator polynomial as follows: 
 

           

 
 

That is, . Thus  is expressed as 
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According to (5.24),  and  are calculated as 
 

 

and 

 

With : 
 

 

 

and 
 

 

the inverse  transform  is: 
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Case 3:   with multiple-order pole(s) 
   

If  has a -order pole at  with , this means that 
there are  repeated poles with the same value of .  is: 
 

            (5.27) 

 

 When there are two or more multiple-order poles, we 
include a component like the second term for each 
corresponding pole 
 

  can be computed according to (5.24) 
 

  can be calculated from: 
 

         (5.28) 
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Example 5.10 
Determine the partial fraction expansion for : 
 

 

 
It is clear that  corresponds to Case 3 with  
and one second-order pole at . Hence  is: 
 

 

 

 Employing (5.24),  is: 
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Applying (5.28),  is: 
 

  
and 
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Therefore, the partial fraction expansion for  is 
 

 

 

Case 4:   with multiple-order pole(s) 
 

This is the most general case and the partial fraction 
expansion of  is 
 

      (5.29) 

 

assuming that there is only one multiple-order pole of order 
 at . It is easily extended to the scenarios when 

there are two or more multiple-order poles as in Case 3. 
The  ,  and  can be calculated as in Cases 1, 2 and 3  



H. C. So                                                                        Page 44                                    

Power Series Expansion 
 

When  is expanded as power series according to (5.1): 
 

 (5.30) 
 

any particular value of  can be determined by finding the 
coefficient of the appropriate power of  
 

Example 5.11 
Determine  which has  transform of the form: 
 

 
  

Expanding  yields 
 

 
 

From (5.30),  is deduced as: 
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Example 5.12 
Determine  whose  transform is given as: 
 

 
 

With the use of the power series expansion for : 
 

 

 

 with  can be expressed as     
 

 

 

From (5.30),  is deduced as: 
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Example 5.13 
Determine  whose  transform has the form of: 
 

 
 

With the use of 
 

 
 

Carrying out long division in  with : 
 

 
 

From (5.30),  is deduced as: 
 

 
 

which agrees with Example 5.1 and Table 5.1 
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Example 5.14 
Determine  whose  transform has the form of: 
 

 
 

We first express  as: 
 

 
 

Carrying out long division in  with : 
 

 
 

From (5.30),  is deduced as: 
 

 
 

which agrees with Example 5.2 and Table 5.1 
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Properties of z Transform 
 

1. Linearity 
 

 

Let  and  be two  transform pairs with 
ROCs  and , respectively, we have 
 

                    (5.31) 
 

Its ROC is denoted by , which includes  where  is 
the intersection operator. That is,  contains at least the 
intersection of  and . 
 

Example 5.15 
Determine the  transform of  which is expressed as: 
 

 
 

where  and . By inspection, 
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the  transforms of  and  are: 
 

and 
 

According to the linearity property, the  transform of  is 
 

 
 

Why the ROC is |z|>0.3 instead of |z|>0.2? 
 

2. Time Shifting 
 

A time-shift of  in  causes a multiplication of  in  
 

         (5.32) 
 

The ROC for  is basically identical to that of  
except for the possible addition or deletion of  or  
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Example 5.16 
Find the  transform of  which has the form of: 
 

 
 

Employing the time-shifting property with  and: 
 

 

we easily obtain  
 

 
 

Note that using (5.1) with  also produces the same 
result but this approach is less efficient: 
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3. Multiplication by an Exponential Sequence (Modulation) 
 

If we multiply  by  in the time domain, the variable  
will be changed to  in the  transform domain. That is: 
 

               (5.33) 
 

If the ROC for  is ,  the ROC for  is 
 

 

Example 5.17 
With the use of the following  transform pair: 
 

 
 

Find the  transform of  which has the form of: 
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Noting that ,  can be written as: 
 

 
 

By means of the modulation property of (5.33) with the 
substitution of  and , we obtain: 
 

 

and 
 

 

By means of the linearity property, it follows that 
 

 
  

which agrees with Table 5.1. 
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4. Differentiation 
 

Differentiating  with respect to  corresponds to 
multiplying  by  in the time domain: 
 

                          (5.34) 
 

The ROC for  is basically identical to that of  except 
for the possible addition or deletion of  or  
 

Example 5.18 
Determine the  transform of . 
 
Since  

    

and 
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By means of the differentiation property, we have 
 

 
 

which agrees with Table 5.1. 
 
5. Conjugation 
 

The  transform pair for  is: 
 

                        (5.35) 
 

The ROC for  is identical to that of  
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6. Time Reversal 
 

The  transform pair for  is: 
 

                             (5.36) 
 

If the ROC for  is ,  the ROC for  is 
 

 

Example 5.19 
Determine the  transform of  
 

Using Example 5.18:  

 
 

and from the time reversal property: 
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7. Convolution 
 

Let  and  be two  transform pairs with 
ROCs  and , respectively. Then we have: 
 

                    (5.37) 
 

and its ROC includes .  
 

The proof is given as follows.  
 

Let 
 

                   (5.38) 

 

With the use of the time shifting property,  is: 
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   (5.39)  
  
Transfer Function of Linear Time-Invariant System 
 
A LTI system can be characterized by the transfer function, 
which is a  transform expression 
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Starting with: 

                  (5.40) 

 

Applying  transform on (5.40) with the use of the linearity 
and time shifting properties, we have  
         

                   (5.41) 

 

The transfer function, denoted by , is defined as: 
 

                          (5.42) 
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The system impulse response  is given by the inverse  
transform of  with an appropriate ROC, that is, 

, such that . This suggests that we 
can first take the  transforms for  and , then multiply 

 by , and finally perform the inverse  transform of 
. 

 

Example 5.20 
Determine the transfer function for a LTI system whose 
input  and output  are related by: 
 

 
 

Applying  transform on the difference equation with the use 
of the linearity and time shifting properties,  is: 
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Note that there are two ROC possibilities, namely,  
and  and we cannot uniquely determine  
 

Example 5.21 
Find the difference equation of a LTI system whose transfer 
function is given by 
 

 
 

Let . Performing cross-multiplication and 
inverse  transform, we obtain: 
 

 
 

Examples 5.20 and 5.21 imply the equivalence between the 
difference equation and transfer function 
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Example 5.22 
Compute the impulse response  for a LTI system which is 
characterized by the following difference equation: 
 

 
 

Applying  transform on the difference equation with the use 
of the linearity and time shifting properties,  is: 
 

 
 

There is only one ROC possibility, namely, . Taking the 
inverse  transform on , we get: 
 

 
 

which agrees with Example 3.12 
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Example 5.23 
Determine the output   if the input is   and the 
LTI system impulse response is  
 

The  transforms for  and  are 
 

 

and    
 

 

As a result, we have: 
 

 
 

Taking the inverse  transform of  with the use of the 
time shifting property yields: 
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Chapter 6: Discrete-Time Fourier Transform (DTFT) 
 
Chapter Intended Learning Outcomes: 
 
(i) Understanding the characteristics and properties of DTFT 
 
(ii) Ability to perform discrete-time signal conversion 
between the time and frequency domains using DTFT and 
inverse DTFT 
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Definition 
 

DTFT is a frequency analysis tool for aperiodic discrete-time 
signals 
 
The DTFT of , , has been derived in (5.4): 
 

                          (6.1) 

 

The derivation is based on taking the Fourier transform of 
 of (5.2) 

 
As in Fourier transform,  is also called spectrum and is 
a continuous function of the frequency parameter  
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To convert  to , we use inverse DTFT: 
 

                             (6.2) 

 

Proof: Putting (6.1) into (6.2) and using (4.13)-(4.14): 
 

        (6.3) 
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discrete and aperiodic continuous and periodic

time domain frequency domain

... ...

 
Fig.6.1: Illustration of DTFT 
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 is continuous and periodic with a period of  
 

 is generally complex, we can illustrate  using the 
magnitude and phase spectra, i.e.,  and : 
 
               (6.4)  
and 

                 (6.5) 

 
where both are continuous in frequency and periodic. 
 
Convergence of DTFT 
 

The DTFT of a sequence  converges if 
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(6.6) 

  
Recall (5.10) and assume the  transform of  converges 
for region of convergence (ROC) of : 
 

  (6.7) 

 

When ROC includes the unit circle: 
  

              (6.8) 

 

which leads to the convergence condition for . This 
also proves the P2 property of the  transform. 
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Let  be the impulse response of a linear time-invariant 
(LTI) system, the following three statements are equivalent: 
 
S1. ROC for the  transform of  includes unit circle 
 
S2. The system is stable so that  
 
S3. The DTFT of , i.e., , converges 

 
Note that  is also known as system frequency response 
 
Example 6.1 
Determine the DTFT of . 
 
Using (6.1), the DTFT of  is computed as: 
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Since 
 

 

 
 does not exist. 

 
Alternatively, employing the stability condition: 
 

 

 
which also indicates that the DTFT does not converge 
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Furthermore, the  transform of  is: 
 

 

 
Because  does not include the unit circle, there is no 
DTFT for .  
 
Example 6.2 
Find the DTFT of . Plot the magnitude and 
phase spectra for  . 
 
Using (6.1), we have 
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Alternatively, we can first use  transform because  
 

 
 

The  transform of  is evaluated as 
 

 

  

As the ROC includes the unit circle, its DTFT exists and the 
same result is obtained by the substitution of .  
 

There are two advantages of  transform over DTFT: 
 

  transform is a generalization of DTFT and it 
encompasses a broader class of signals since DTFT does 
not converge for all sequences 
 

 notation convenience of writing  instead of . 
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To plot the magnitude and phase spectra, we express : 
 

 
In doing so,  and  can be written in closed-
forms as: 
 

 

and 

 

 
Note that we generally employ (6.4) and (6.5) for 
magnitude and phase computation 
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In using MATLAB to plot  and , we utilize the 
command sinc so that there is no need to separately 
handle the “0/0” cases due to the sine functions 
 
Recall the definition of sinc function: 
 

 

 
As a result, we have: 
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The key MATLAB code for  is  
 
N=10;               %N=10 
w=0:0.01*pi:2*pi;  %successive frequency point  

%separation is 0.01pi 
dtft=N.*sinc(w.*N./2./pi)./(sinc(w./2./pi)).*exp(-
j.*w.*(N-1)./2);    %define DTFT function 
subplot(2,1,1) 
Mag=abs(dtft);      %compute magnitude                      
plot(w./pi,Mag);    %plot magnitude 
subplot(2,1,2) 
Pha=angle(dtft);    %compute phase 
plot(w./pi,Pha);    %plot phase 
 
Analogous to Example 4.4, there are 201 uniformly-spaced 
points to approximate the continuous functions  and 

.  
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Fig.6.2: DTFT plots using abs and angle 
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Alternatively, we can use the command freqz:  
 

 

 
which is ratio of two polynomials in  
 
The corresponding MATLAB code is: 
 
N=10;       %N=10 
a=[1,-1];        %vector for denominator 
b=[1,zeros(1,N-1),-1]; %vector for numerator 
freqz(b,a)            %plot magnitude & phase (dB) 
 
Note that it is also possible to use  and in 
this case we have b=ones(N,1) and a=1.  
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Fig.6.3: DTFT plots using freqz 
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The results in Figs. 6.2 and 6.3 are identical, although their 
presentations are different: 
 
  at  in Fig. 6.2 while that of Fig. 6.3 is 20 

dB. It is easy to verify that 10 corresponds to  
dB 

 
 units of phase spectra in Figs. 6.2 and 6.3 are radian and 

degree, respectively. To make the phase values in both 
plots identical, we also need to take care of the  phase 
ambiguity.  

 
The MATLAB programs for this example are provided as 
ex6_2.m and ex6_2_2.m. 
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Example 6.3 
Find the inverse DTFT of  which is a rectangular pulse 
within : 
 

 

where . 
 
Using (6.2), we get: 
 

 

 
That is,  is an infinite-duration sequence whose values 
are drawn from a scaled sinc function. 
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Example 6.4 
Determine the inverse DTFT of  which has the form of: 
 

 

 
With the use of , the corresponding  transform is  
 

 

 
Note that ROC should include the unit circle as DTFT exists 
 
Employing the time shifting property, we get 
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Properties of DTFT 
 

Since DTFT is closely related to  transform, its properties 
follow those of  transform. Note that ROC is not involved 
because it should include unit circle in order for DTFT exists 
 
1. Linearity 
 
If  and  are two DTFT pairs, then: 
 

     (6.9) 
 
2. Time Shifting 
 
A shift of  in  causes a multiplication of  in : 
 

                             (6.10) 



H. C. So                                                                        Page 21                                     

3. Multiplication by an Exponential Sequence 
 
Multiplying  by  in time domain corresponds to a shift 
of  in the frequency domain: 
 

                            (6.11) 
 
which agrees with (5.33) by putting  and  
 
4. Differentiation 
 
Differentiating  with respect to  corresponds to 
multiplying  by : 
 

                          (6.12) 
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Note the RHS is obtained from (5.34) by putting : 
 

         (6.13) 

 
5. Conjugation 
 
 The DTFT pair for  is given as: 
 

                              (6.14) 
 
6. Time Reversal 
 
The DTFT pair for  is given as: 
 

                              (6.15) 
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7. Convolution 
 
If  and  are two DTFT pairs, then: 
 

                    (6.16) 
 
In particular, for a LTI system with input , output  and 
impulse response , we have: 
 
            (6.17) 
 
which is analogous to (2.24) for continuous-time LTI 
systems 
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8. Multiplication 
 
Multiplication in the time domain corresponds to convolution 
in the frequency domain: 
 

  (6.18) 

  

where  denotes convolution within one period 
 
9. Parseval’s Relation 
 
The Parseval’s relation addresses the energy of a sequence: 
 

                    (6.19) 
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With the use of (6.2), the proof is: 
 

  (6.20) 
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Chapter 7: Discrete Fourier Series & Discrete Fourier 
Transform 
 

Chapter Intended Learning Outcomes 
 
(i) Understanding the relationships between the  
transform, discrete-time Fourier transform (DTFT), discrete 
Fourier series (DFS) and discrete Fourier transform (DFT)  
 
(ii) Understanding the characteristics and properties of DFS 
and DFT 
 
(iii) Ability to perform discrete-time signal conversion 
between the time and frequency domains using DFS and 
DFT and their inverse transforms 
 
 



H. C. So                                                                        Page 2                                      

Discrete Fourier Series 
 

DTFT may not be practical for analyzing  because  
is a function of the continuous frequency variable  and we 
cannot use a digital computer to calculate a continuum of 
functional values 
 

DFS is a frequency analysis tool for periodic infinite-duration 
discrete-time signals which is practical because it is discrete 
in frequency 
 

The DFS is derived from the Fourier series as follows.  
 

Let  be a periodic sequence with fundamental period  
where  is a positive integer. Analogous to (2.2), we have: 
 

           (7.1) 
 

for any integer value of .  
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Let  be the continuous-time counterpart of . According 
to Fourier series expansion,   is: 
 

                    (7.2) 

 

which has frequency components at  . 
Substituting ,  and : 
 

                        (7.3) 

 

Note that (7.3) is valid for discrete-time signals as only the 
sample points of  are considered.  
 

It is seen that  has frequency components at 
and the respective complex 

exponentials are  .  
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Nevertheless, there are only  distinct frequencies in  
due to the periodicity of .  
 
Without loss of generality, we select the following  distinct 
complex exponentials, , and 
thus the infinite summation in (7.3) is reduced to: 
 

                                (7.4) 

 
Defining , , as the DFS 
coefficients, the inverse DFS formula is given as: 
 

                                (7.5) 
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The formula for converting  to  is derived as follows.  
 

Multiplying both sides of (7.5) by  and summing 
from  to : 
 

           (7.6) 

 

Using the orthogonality identity of complex exponentials: 
 

        (7.7) 
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(7.6) is reduced to 
 

                         (7.8) 

 

which is also periodic with period . 
 
Let 
                                        (7.9) 
 

The DFS analysis and synthesis pair can be written as: 
 

                         (7.10) 

and 

                           (7.11) 
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discrete and periodic discrete and periodic

time domain frequency domain

... ...... ...

 
Fig.7.1: Illustration of DFS 
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Example 7.1 
Find the DFS coefficients of the periodic sequence  with a 
period of . Plot the magnitudes and phases of . 
Within one period,  has the form of: 
 

 

Using (7.10), we have 
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Similar to Example 6.2, we get: 
 

 

and 

 

 
The key MATLAB code for plotting DFS coefficients is 
 

N=5; 
x=[1 1 1 0 0];               
k=-N:2*N;                   %plot for 3 periods 
Xm=abs(1+2.*cos(2*pi.*k/N));%magnitude computation 
Xa=angle(exp(-2*j*pi.*k/5).*(1+2.*cos(2*pi.*k/N))); 
                            %phase computation 
 

The MATLAB program is provided as ex7_1.m. 
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Fig.7.2: DFS plots 
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Relationship with DTFT 
 

Let  be a finite-duration sequence which is extracted 
from a periodic sequence  of period : 
 

                    (7.12) 

 
Recall (6.1), the DTFT of  is: 
 

                         (7.13) 

 
With the use of (7.12), (7.13) becomes 
 

                (7.14) 
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Comparing the DFS and DTFT in (7.8) and (7.14), we have: 
 
                            (7.15) 
 
That is,  is equal to  sampled at  distinct 
frequencies between  with a uniform frequency 
spacing of .  
 
Samples of  or DTFT of a finite-duration sequence  
can be computed using the DFS of an infinite-duration 
periodic sequence , which is a periodic extension of .  
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Relationship with z Transform 
 

 is also related to  transform of  according to 
(5.8): 
 
                             (7.16) 
 
Combining (7.15) and (7.16),  is related to  as: 
 
                    (7.17) 
 
That is,  is equal to  evaluated at  equally-spaced 
points on the unit circle, namely, .  
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Fig.7.3: Relationship between ,  and  
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Example 7.2 
Determine the DTFT of a finite-duration sequence : 
 

 

 
Then compare the results with those in Example 7.1. 
 
Using (6.1), the DTFT of  is computed as: 
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Fig.7.4: DTFT plots 
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Fig.7.5: DFS and DTFT plots with  
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Suppose  in Example 7.1 is modified as: 
 

 

 
Via appending 5 zeros in each period, now we have .  
 
What is the period of the DFS? 
 
What is its relationship with that of Example 7.2? 
 
How about if infinite zeros are appended? 
 
The MATLAB programs are provided as ex7_2.m, ex7_2_2.m 
and ex7_2_3.m. 
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Fig.7.6: DFS and DTFT plots with  
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Properties of DFS 
 
1. Periodicity 
 

If  is a periodic sequence with period , its DFS  is 
also periodic with period : 
 

          (7.18) 
 
where  is any integer. The proof is obtained with the use of 
(7.10) and  as follows: 
 

   (7.19) 
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2. Linearity 
 

Let  and  be two DFS pairs with the 
same period of . We have: 
 

          (7.20) 
 
3. Shift of Sequence  
 

If , then 
 

                          (7.21) 
and 
                              (7.22) 
 
where  is the period while  and  are any integers. Note 
that (7.21) follows (6.10) by putting  and  (7.22) 
follows (6.11) via the substitution of . 
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4. Duality 
 

If , then 
 
                                   (7.23) 
 
5. Symmetry 
 

If , then 
 
                              (7.24) 
and 
                              (7.25) 
 
Note that (7.24) corresponds to the DTFT conjugation 
property in (6.14) while (7.25) is similar to the time 
reversal property in (6.15). 
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6. Periodic Convolution 
 

 
Let  and  be two DFS pairs with the 
same period of . We have 
 

         (7.26) 

 
Analogous to (6.18),  denotes discrete-time convolution 
within one period.  
 
With the use of (7.11) and (7.21), the proof is given as 
follows:   
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 (7.27) 
 
To compute  where both  and  are of period , 
we indeed only need the samples with .  
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Let . Expanding (7.26), we have: 
 

(7.28) 
 
For : 
 

(7.29) 
 
For : 
 

(7.30) 
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A period of  can be computed in matrix form as: 
 

    (7.31) 

 
Example 7.3 
Given two periodic sequences  and  with period : 
 

 
and 

 
 
Compute . 
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Using (7.31),  is computed as: 
 

 

 
The square matrix can be determined using the MATLAB 
command toeplitz([1,2,3,4],[1,4,3,2]). That is, we 
only need to know its first row and first column. 
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Periodic convolution can be utilized to compute convolution 
of finite-duration sequences in (3.17) as follows.  
 

Let  and  be finite-duration sequences with lengths  
and , respectively, and  which has a length 
of  
 

We append  and  zeros at the ends of  and 
 for constructing periodic  and  where both are of 

period  
 

 is then obtained from one period of . 
 
Example 7.4 
Compute the convolution of  and  with the use of 
periodic convolution. The lengths of  and  are 2 and 3 
with , , ,  and . 
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The length of  is 4. As a result, we append two 
zeros and one zero in  and , respectively. According to 
(7.31), the MATLAB code is: 
 
toeplitz([1,-4,5,0],[1,0,5,-4])*[2;3;0;0] 
 
which gives 
 
2    -5    -2    15 
 
Note that the command conv([2,3],[1,-4,5]) also 
produces the same result. 
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Discrete Fourier Transform 
 

DFT is used for analyzing discrete-time finite-duration 
signals in the frequency domain 
 
Let  be a finite-duration sequence  of length  such that 

 outside  . The DFT pair of  is:  
 

                (7.32) 

and 

              (7.33) 
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If we extend  to a periodic sequence  with period , 
the DFS pair for  is given by (7.10)-(7.11). Comparing 
(7.32) and (7.10),  for . As a result, 
DFT and DFS are equivalent within the interval of  
 

Example 7.5 
Find the DFT coefficients of a finite-duration sequence  
which has the form of 
 

 
 

 

Using (7.32) and Example 7.1 with , we have: 
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Together with  whose index is outside the interval of 
, we finally have: 

 

 

 
If the length of  is considered as  such that 

, then we obtain: 
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The MATLAB command for DFT computation is fft. The 
MATLAB code to produce magnitudes and phases of  is: 
 
N=5;         
x=[1 1 1 0 0];            %append 2 zeros 
subplot(2,1,1);  
stem([0:N-1],abs(fft(x)));  %plot magnitude response 
title('Magnitude Response'); 
subplot(2,1,2); 
stem([0:N-1],angle(fft(x)));%plot phase response 
title('Phase Response'); 
 
According to Example 7.2 and the relationship between DFT 
and DFS, the DFT will approach the DTFT when we append 
infinite zeros at the end of   
 
The MATLAB program is provided as ex7_5.m. 
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Fig.7.7: DFT plots with  
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Example 7.6 
Given a discrete-time finite-duration sinusoid: 
 

 
 
Estimate the tone frequency using DFT. 
 
Consider the continuous-time case first. According to 
(2.16), Fourier transform pair for a complex tone of 
frequency  is: 
 

 
 

That is,  can be found by locating the peak of the Fourier 
transform. Moreover, a real-valued tone  is: 
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From the Fourier transform of ,  and  are located 
from the two impulses.  
 

Analogously, there will be two peaks which correspond to 
frequencies  and  in the DFT for . 
 

The MATLAB code is 
N=21;       %number of samples is 21 
A=2;            %tone amplitude is 2 
w=0.7*pi;    %frequency is 0.7*pi 
p=1;         %phase is 1 
n=0:N-1;     %define a vector of size N 
x=A*cos(w*n+p); %generate tone 
X=fft(x);     %compute DFT    
subplot(2,1,1);  
stem(n,abs(X));   %plot magnitude response 
subplot(2,1,2); 
stem(n,angle(X)); %plot phase response 
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Fig.7.8: DFT plots for a real tone 
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X = 
 1.0806         1.0674+0.2939i   1.0243+0.6130i    
 0.9382+0.9931i   0.7756+1.5027i   0.4409+2.3159i 
-0.4524+4.1068i  -6.7461+15.1792i  6.5451-7.2043i    
 3.8608-2.1316i   3.3521-0.5718i   3.3521+0.5718i 
 3.8608+2.1316i   6.5451+7.2043i  -6.7461-15.1792i   
-0.4524-4.1068i   0.4409-2.3159i   0.7756-1.5027i  
 0.9382-0.9931i   1.0243-0.6130i   1.0674-0.2939i 
 
Interestingly, we observe that  and 

. In fact, all real-valued sequences 
possess these properties so that we only have to compute 
around half of the DFT coefficients. 
 
As the DFT coefficients are complex-valued, we search the 
frequency according to the magnitude plot.  
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There are two peaks, one at  and the other at  
which correspond to  and , respectively.  
 
From Example 7.2, it is clear that the index  refers to 

. As a result, an estimate of  is: 
 

 

 
To improve the accuracy, we append a large number of 
zeros to . The MATLAB code for  is now modified as: 
 

x=[A*cos(w.*n+p) zeros(1,1980)]; 
 
where 1980 zeros are appended.  
 
The MATLAB code is provided as ex7_6.m and ex7_6_2.m. 
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Fig.7.9: DFT plots for a real tone with zero padding 
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The peak index is found to be  with . Thus 
 

 

 
Example 7.7 
Find the inverse DFT coefficients for   which has a length 
of  and has the form of 
 

 

 
Plot . 
 
Using (7.33) and Example 7.5, we have: 
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The main MATLAB code is: 
 
N=5;         
X=[1 1 1 0 0];  
subplot(2,1,1);  
stem([0:N-1],abs(ifft(X))); 
subplot(2,1,2); 
stem([0:N-1],angle(ifft(X))); 
 
The MATLAB program is provided as ex7_7.m. 
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Fig.7.10: Inverse DFT plots 
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Properties of DFT 
 
Since DFT pair is equal to DFS pair within , their 
properties will be identical if we take care of the values of 

 and  when the indices are outside the interval 
 
1. Linearity 
 
Let  and  be two DFT pairs with the 
same duration of . We have: 
 

                 (7.34) 
 
Note that if  and  are of different lengths, we can 
properly append zero(s) to the shorter sequence to make 
them with the same duration. 
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2. Circular Shift of Sequence 
 
If , then 
 
                (7.35) 
 
Note that in order to make sure that the resultant time 
index is within the interval of , we need circular shift, 
which is defined as 
 
                (7.36) 
 
where the integer  is chosen such that 
 
                          (7.37) 
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Example 7.8 
Determine  where  is of length 4 
and has the form of: 
 

 

 
According to (7.36)-(7.37) with ,  is determined 
as: 
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3. Duality 
 
If , then 
 
 

        (7.38) 
 
4. Symmetry 
 

 
If , then 
 
                         (7.39) 
and 
                         (7.40) 
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5. Circular Convolution 
 
Let  and  be two DFT pairs with the 
same duration of . We have 
 

   (7.41) 

 
where  is the circular convolution operator. 
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Fast Fourier Transform 
 

FFT is a fast algorithm for DFT and inverse DFT 
computation.  
 
Recall (7.32): 

           (7.42) 
 

Each  involves  and  complex multiplications and 
additions, respectively.  
 

Computing all DFT coefficients requires  complex 
multiplications and  complex additions.  
 

Assuming that , the corresponding computational 
requirements for FFT are  complex multiplications 
and  complex additions.  
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Direct Computation 

 
FFT 

 Multiplication 
 

 

Addition 
 

 

Multiplication 
 

 

Addition 
 

 
2 4 2 1 2 
8 64 56 12 24 
32 1024 922 80 160 
64 4096 4022 192 384 

 1048576 1047552 5120 10240 
 ~  ~  ~  ~  

Table 7.1: Complexities of direct DFT computation and FFT 
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Basically, FFT makes use of two ideas in its development: 
 
 Decompose the DFT computation of a sequence into 

successively smaller DFTs 
 

 Utilize two properties of : 
 
 complex conjugate symmetry property: 
 

                                    (7.43) 
 
 periodicity in  and : 

 
                          (7.44) 
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Decimation-in-Time Algorithm 
 
The basic idea is to compute (7.42) according to 
 

              (7.45) 

 
Substituting  and  for the first and second 
summation terms: 
 

          (7.46) 
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Using  since , we have: 
 

   (7.47) 
 
where  and  are the DFTs of the even-index and odd-
index elements of , respectively. That is,  can be 
constructed from two -point DFTs, namely,  and . 
 
Further simplifications can be achieved by writing the  
equations as 2 groups of  equations as follows: 
 

        (7.48) 
and 



H. C. So                                                                        Page 54                                      

(7.49) 
 
with the use of  and . Equations (7.48) and 
(7.49) are known as the butterfly merging equations.  
 
Noting that  multiplications are also needed to calculate 

,  the number of multiplications is reduced from  to 
.  

 
The decomposition step of (7.48)-(7.49) is repeated  times 
until 1-point DFT is reached. 
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Decimation-in-Frequency Algorithm  
 
The basic idea is to decompose the frequency-domain 
sequence  into successively smaller subsequences.  
 
Recall (7.42) and employing  
and ,  the even-index DFT coefficients are:  
 

(7.50) 
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Using  and , the odd-index coefficients are: 
  

(7.51) 

 

 and  are equal to -point DFTs of 
 and , respectively. The 

decomposition step of (7.50)-(7.51) is repeated  times 
until 1-point DFT is reached. 
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Chapter 8: Responses of Digital Filters 
 

Chapter Intended Learning Outcomes:  
 
(i) Understanding the relationships between impulse 
response, frequency response, difference equation and 
transfer function in characterizing a LTI system 
 
(ii) Ability to identify infinite impulse response (IIR) and 
finite impulse response (FIR) filters. Note that a digital filter 
is system which processes discrete-time signals 
 
(iii) Ability to compute system frequency response 
 
 
 
 



H. C. So                                                                        Page 2                                       

LTI System Characterization 
 

CD converter discrete-time
LTI system DC converter

Fig.8.1: Processing of analog signal with LTI filter 
 

The LTI system can be characterized as 
 
 Impulse Response 
 

Let  be the impulse response of the LTI filter. Recall from 
(3.17), it characterizes the system via the convolution: 
 

     (8.1) 

 

 is the time-domain response of the LTI filter 
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 Frequency Response 
 
We have from (6.17), which is the discrete-time Fourier 
transform (DTFT) of (8.1): 
 
                           (8.2) 
 

 is the frequency-domain response of the LTI filter 
 
 Difference Equation 
 
A LTI system satisfies a difference equation of the form: 
 

             (8.3) 
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 Transfer Function 
 
Taking the  transform on both sides of (8.3): 
 

                             (8.4) 

 
Which of them can uniquely characterize a system? 
Which of them cannot? 
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Example 8.1 
Given the difference equation with input  and output : 
 

 
 
Find all possible ways to compute  given . 
 
In fact, there are two ways to compute .  
 

A straightforward and practical way is to implement a causal 
system by using the difference equation recursively with a 
given initial condition of : 
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On the other hand, it is possible to implement a noncausal 
system via reorganizing the difference equation as: 
  

 

 
In doing so, we need an initial future value of  and 
future inputs, and the recursive implementation is: 
 

 
 
As a result, generally the difference equation cannot 
uniquely characterize the system.  
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Nevertheless, if causality is assumed, then the difference 
equation corresponds to a unique LTI system. 
 
Alternatively, we can also study the computation of  
using system transfer function : 

 
 

 
Since the ROC is not specified, there are two possible cases, 
namely,   and .  
 
For  or  , using inverse  transform: 
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which corresponds to a causal system.  
 
The same result can also be produced by first finding the 
system impulse response  via inverse  transform of 

: 
 

 

 
and then computing .  
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For  or  , using inverse  transform: 
 

 

 

which corresponds to a noncausal system. 
 
Example 8.2 
Discuss all possibilities for the LTI system whose input  
and output  are related by: 
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Taking  transform on the difference equation yields: 
 

 

 
There are 3 possible choices:  
 

: The ROC is outside the circle with radius 
characterized by the largest-magnitude pole. The system 
can be causal but is not stable since the ROC does not 
include the unit circle 
 

: The system is stable because the ROC includes 
the unit circle but not causal 
  

: The system is unstable and noncausal 
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Impulse Response of Digital Filters 
 

When  is a rational function of  with only first-order 
poles, we have from (5.26):   
 

           (8.5) 

 
where the first component is present only if . 
 
If the system is causal, then the ROC must be of the form 

 where  is the largest-magnitude pole. 
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According to this ROC, the impulse response  is: 
 

               (8.6) 

 

There are two possible cases for (8.6) which correspond to 
IIR and FIR filters: 
 
 IIR Filter 
 
If   or there is at least one pole, the system is referred 
to as an IIR filter because  is of infinite duration. 
 
 FIR Filter 
 
If  or there is no pole, the system is referred to as a 
FIR filter because  is of finite duration. 
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Notice that the definitions of IIR and FIR systems also hold 
for noncausal systems. 
 
Example 8.3 
Determine if the following difference equations correspond 
to IIR or FIR systems. All systems are assumed causal. 
 
(a)  
(b)  
 
Taking the  transform on (a) yields 
  

 

 
which has one pole. For causal system:  
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which is a right-sided sequence and corresponds to an IIR 
system as  is of infinite duration. 
 
Similarly, we have for (b): 
 

 

  
which does not have any nonzero pole. Hence 
 

 
 
which corresponds to a FIR system as  is of finite 
duration.  
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Frequency Response of Digital Filters 
 

The frequency response of a LTI system whose impulse 
response  is obtained by taking the DTFT of : 
 

                                     (8.7) 

 
According to (5.8),  is also obtained if  is available: 
 

                (8.8) 

 
assuming that the ROC of  includes the unit circle. 
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Example 8.4 
Plot the frequency response of the system with impulse 
response  of the form: 
 

 

where 
 

 

Following Example 7.6, we append a large number of zeros 
at the end of  prior to performing discrete Fourier 
transform (DFT) to produce more DTFT samples.  
 
Is it a low-pass filter? Why? 
 
The MATLAB program is provided as ex8_4.m. 
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Fig.8.2: Frequency response for sinc  
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Example 8.5 
Plot the frequency response of the system with transfer 
function  of the form: 
 

 

 
It is assumed that the ROC of  includes the unit circle. 
 

The MATLAB code is 
 

b=[1,2,3]; 
a=[2,3,4]; 
freqz(b,a); 
 
Is it a lowpass filter? Why? 
 
The MATLAB program is provided as ex8_5.m. 
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Fig.8.3: Frequency response for second-order system 
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Chapter 9: Realization of Digital Filters 
 
Chapter Intended Learning Outcomes: 
 
(i) Ability to implement finite impulse response (FIR) and 
infinite impulse response (IIR) filters using different 
structures in terms of block diagram and signal flow graph 
 
(ii) Ability to determine the system transfer function and 
difference equation given the corresponding block diagram 
or signal flow graph representation. 
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Filter Implementation 
 
When causality is assumed, a LTI filter can be uniquely 
characterized by its transfer function : 
 

                             (9.1) 

 

or the corresponding difference equation: 
 

                       (9.2) 

 
where  and  are the system input and output 
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Assuming , the output is: 
 

                 (9.3) 

 
Assigning  and  yields 
 

    (9.4) 

 
Computing  involves  and 

. That is, we need 
 

 Delay elements or storage 
 

 Multipliers 
 

 Adders (subtraction is considered as addition) 
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How many storage elements are needed? 
How many multipliers are needed? 
How many adders are needed? 
 
Computations of ][ny  can be arranged in different ways to 
give the same difference equation, which leads to different 
structures for realization of discrete-time LTI systems 
 

4 basic forms of implementations, namely, direct form, 
canonic form, cascade form and parallel form will be 
described 
 

An implementation can be represented using either a block 
diagram or a signal flow graph 
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Block Diagram Representation 
 
 

adder

multiplier

unit delay
 

 
Fig.9.1: Basic operations in block diagram 
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Although an adder can generally deal with more than two 
sequences, here we consider two signals in order to align 
with practical implementation in microprocessors. 
 
When , it corresponds to signal amplification while the 
signal is attenuated for . Note that a multiplier usually 
has the highest implementation or computational cost and 
thus it is desired to reduce the number of multipliers in 
different systems, if possible. 
 
The transfer function  corresponds to a unit delay. It can 
be implemented by providing a storage register for each 
unit delay in digital implementation. If the required number 
of samples of delay is , then the corresponding system 
function is . 
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Signal Flow Graph Representation 
 

adder

multiplier

unit delay  
 

Figure 9.2: Basic operations in signal flow graph 
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Its basic elements are branches with directions, and nodes. 
That is, a signal flow graph is a set of directed branches 
that connect at nodes. 
 

Signal at a node of a flow graph is equal to the sum of the 
signals from all branches connecting to the node.  
 

Signal out of a branch is equal to the branch gain times the 
signal into the branch.  
 
Branch gain can refer to a scalar or a transfer function of  
corresponding to multiplication or unit delay operation, 
respectively.  
 
When the branch gain is unity, it is left unlabeled. 
 
A signal flow graph provides an alternative but equivalent 
graphical representation to a block diagram structure 
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Example 9.1 
Draw the block diagram and signal flow graph 
representations of a LTI system whose input  and output 

 satisfy the following difference equation: 
 

 
 

 
Fig.9.3: Illustration of block diagram 
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Fig.9.4: Illustration of signal flow graph 

 
2 adders, 3 multipliers and 2 delay elements are required to 
implement the system. 
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Structures for FIR Filter 
 

For FIR filter, its transfer function does not contain pole. 
That is, setting  and  in (9.1) yields 
a FIR system: 
 

                 (9.5) 

 
while the corresponding difference equation is: 
 

             (9.6) 
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1. Direct Form 
 

Comparing (9.6) with the convolution formula of (3.18),  
correspond to the system impulse response : 
 
                             (9.7) 

 
(9.6) can also be written as: 
 

   (9.8) 

 
The direct form follows straightforwardly from the difference 
equation. 
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The implementation needs  memory locations for storing 
 previous inputs of ,  multiplications and   

additions for computing each output value of . 
 

 
 

Fig.9.5: Direct form of FIR filter 
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